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(Selected materials from an anti-immigrant perspective)
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PRIMARY SOURCES

Summaries of Influential Anti-Immigrant Publications

Roy Beck. (1996). The Case Against Immigration: The moral,
economic, social, and environmental reasons for reducing 
immigration back to traditional levels. New York: WW 
Norton & Company.

Roy Beck, the influential founder of NumbersUSA, provides a 
case for immigration restriction while claiming to hold no ill will
against immigrants as individuals. Arguing that “mass immigra-
tion” has always come with a societal cost, Beck disagrees with
White Nationalist groups that present a romantic notion of their
own (White) immigrant predecessors as different from current
immigrants. He points out that following the great wave of immi-
gration from 1880-1920, immigration was dramatically restricted
in 1924, which he says gave the country time to deal with the
increased population. 

Like other immigration restrictionists, he points to the 1965 law that ended nationality-based
quotas as a major turning point leading to the modern wave of increased immigration. While
he commends the intent of the law to end race-based discrimination, he says that the effect of
increasing the numbers of immigrants has been extremely detrimental. As negative effects of
immigration he lists the decline of the middle class and the increased wealth gap, the continued
economic subjugation of a large proportion of African Americans, increased ethnic tensions
and “Balkanization,” and environmental degradation. While he concedes that “mass immigra-
tion” may not be the only or primary cause of these problems, he says that it has had a “spoiler”
effect. Beck concludes that the United States needs substantially less than 100,000 immigrants
a year, but that in order to allow citizens to bring foreign spouses and minor children into the
country, the number should be set at 250,000 and decreased over time. 

George J. Borjas. (1996). “The New Economics of Immigration.”
Atlantic Monthly, November, vol. 278, no. 5, pp. 72-80. 

George Borjas, Cuban immigrant and Professor of Public Policy 
at the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard, has been one 
of the most influential academic voices of an economics-based 
anti-immigrant perspective. Prolific, not only in the academic
press but also in popular periodicals, he argues that economic
research can give us answers to questions about the value of
immigration to the United States. He has influenced policy and
legislation, both on a statewide level, when he sat on California
Governor Pete Wilson’s Council of Economic Advisors from
1993-1998 and with Congress where his views influenced the
inclusion of anti-immigrant sections in the 1996 Welfare Reform



Act. This article provides a summary of one of his most common arguments: that immigrants
have a negative economic impact on American workers, especially low-skilled ones.

Borjas lists what he says are changes to our economy caused by immigration since the 1980s:
newcomers’ skills have been decreasing which has had an impact on low-skilled native workers
and more immigrants use the services of the welfare state, creating financial burdens for state
and federal governments. To make matters worse, he says children of recent immigrants are
destined to share their parents’ employment skill levels and not exceed them as in past waves
of immigration. 

According to Borjas, the economic benefits of immigration are small, and they go almost
entirely to employers who profit from lowered wages rather than to the workers themselves.
He asserts that if wages had not decreased as a result of the willingness of immigrant workers
to accept lowered pay levels, then employers would not benefit from added profits and the 
economic effect of immigration would be nil. Borjas retains a controversial reputation among
labor economists for his methodologies. Nevertheless, his conclusion, that we must restrict
immigration because it is not in the best economic interests of the United States, is often 
quoted by anti-immigrant activists as justification for their positions.

Federation for American Immigration Reform. (1999). E=(I  ):
The Environmentalist’s Guide to a Sensible Immigration Policy.
Washington, DC: by the author.

With this publication, one of the most prominent national anti-
immigration groups seeks to convince environmentalists that
restricting immigration is necessary to successfully curbing
urban sprawl and environmental degradation. The book is
printed with soy-based inks on recycled paper. In it, FAIR pres-
ents data to argue that population growth is significantly higher
in the United States than in most other industrialized nations 
and is primarily caused by immigration. FAIR states that a high
fertility rate (the other major cause of population growth) is 
also inextricably linked to immigration, referring to offsprings 
of immigrants as “immigration’s invisible multipliers.” FAIR acknowledges that population
growth is a global problem, but states that it is especially important for the United States to
curb its own population growth because it has a higher per capita rate of resource consumption. 

FAIR links immigration and population growth to the issue of sprawl by arguing that as 
immigrants move into cities, they cause overcrowding and competition over jobs and force 
others to move to the suburbs or to other cities, leading to sprawl. It argues that sprawl in
cities as varied as Seattle, Las Vegas and Washington, DC, is directly or indirectly a result of
immigration. FAIR asserts that the most “feasible, sensible and fair” solution is ending family
reunification (except for spouses and minor children), which it says causes “chain migration,”
and decreasing immigration eventually to replacement levels of 200,000 per year. It also pres-
ents concrete ways to organize within and outside of traditional environmental organizations
to make immigration restriction part of an environmentalist agenda. P
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Linda Chavez. (1991). Out of the Barrio: Toward a New Politics 
of Hispanic Assimilation. USA: BasicBooks, HarperCollins.

Linda Chavez, the former president of US English and current head
of the Center for Equal Opportunity, argues that the Hispanic leader-
ship in the United States is following a divisive, anti-assimilationist
political strategy that is not in the interests of the majority of
Hispanics. She writes that while Hispanics have made great strides
towards achieving middle-class status, Hispanic leaders have fol-
lowed the African-American civil rights model of claiming to be 
disadvantaged in order to demand entitlements. These leaders have
pushed for bilingual education, school finance reform, bilingual 
ballots, redistricting rights, voting rights, and affirmative action,
despite the fact that many of these programs were created to rectify
past discrimination against African-Americans, Chavez says. 

Chavez argues that recent immigrants are largely responsible for making Hispanics appear
poorer and less educated than the general population. But she says that given that Hispanics
do not face the type of historical racism that African Americans have, there is no reason to
believe that recent immigrants will not be able to succeed once they assimilate. Chavez says
that in general Hispanics do seek to integrate into the U.S. mainstream by learning English
and attaining middle-class status. She blames the leadership, that is primarily accountable to
liberal foundations, for portraying Hispanics as a disadvantaged minority entitled to special
rights and creating a backlash that could derail the assimilation process. Chavez calls for
Hispanics to strengthen their political power by increasing voter turnout, assisting recent 
immigrants in learning English, and emphasizing education as the path to greater economic
achievement.

Peter Brimelow. (1995). Alien Nation: Common Sense About
America’s Immigration Disaster. New York: Random House.

Peter Brimelow, a British immigrant and senior editor of Forbes,
initiated a lively and contentious debate with his 1992 National
Review article, “Time to Rethink Immigration?” and, three years
later, this book. Brimelow proclaims that the United States has
always been a culturally and racially White nation and has an
interest in maintaining itself as such through its immigration 
policy. Brimelow is especially concerned that the current immigra-
tion policy, as set by the 1965 amendment to the Immigration 
and Nationality Act, could lead to White Americans losing their
majority status by 2050. This act has resulted in much larger
numbers of immigrants from the Third World, many of whom, 
he says, are unskilled and do not share the values of the dominant
U.S. culture. 

Throughout the book Brimelow repeats his major theme: “There is no precedent for a 
sovereign country undergoing such a rapid and radical transformation of its ethnic character 
in the entire history of the world.” Citing more than a dozen examples, Brimelow argues that
multiracial societies always experience interethnic tensions or violence and cannot thrive. He
points to current affirmative action policies and the absence of Americanization programs in
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the United States as indicators that Whites and their culture are already losing power and 
dominance. Additionally, Brimelow asserts that on the whole immigration has negative eco-
nomic, social, environmental and political consequences. 

Sam Francis. (2001). “Why They Attack Us,” September, 16. 
http://www.vdare.com/francis/why_they_attack.htm; and 

Sam Francis. (2001). “Mass Immigration Lets Terrorist Operate.” Conservative Chronicle,
September 26, vol. 16, no. 39, p. 2.

Sam Francis, a hard-right syndicated columnist, publishes regularly on a variety of issues. He
wrote two articles in the first week after the September 11 attacks which, when paired togeth-
er, illustrate the apparently contradictory attitudes many conservatives hold about immigration
and foreign policy.

The first, released days after the attacks, represents a common first reaction to the incidents
from an isolationist’s perspective. He challenges the assumption that we are newly at war,
reminding his readers of the U.S. bombing of Iraq since 1991, “even though Iraq had done
absolutely nothing to harm the United States or any American,” and the apparently mistaken
assault in 1998 on the Sudanese factory associated with Osama bin Laden. He then asserts
that the United States was attacked, “because they were paying us back for what we started.”
This isolationist view sounds like an anti-war statement. But his analysis has another pur-
pose—to defame Clinton. “The blunt and ugly truth is that the United States has been at war
for years…and that it continued the war simply to save a crook from political ruin.” 

A few days later, Francis circulated another column that focused on terrorism from another
angle. In this piece he blames “mass immigration” for the September 11 attacks and asserts
that without confronting “the immigration specter” we will continue to be vulnerable. This
perspective has been echoed by enough commentators on the Right that it can be seen as 
representative of a widely held attitude.

According to Francis, the more we admit immigrants from “northern Africa and the Middle
East,” the more we will import an ideology of hate and an “alternative social structure” of 
foreigners that allows terrorists to remain undetected in this country. It is this culture inside
our country that is our greatest threat. He uses the common framework of “Us” and “Them”
to separate the trustworthy from the suspicious. In fact, to him the West is Christian and
Muslims are alien to the West, never capable of assimilation. He concludes with the admoni-
tion that increased security at home and a war abroad will not win a war against terrorism—
only controlling our borders will accomplish that.

Jean Raspail. (1987). The Camp of the Saints. Monterey, VA: American Immigration Control
Foundation. 

First translated from the French in 1975, this fantasy novel describes the successful invasion 
of France by a fleet of dark skinned refugees. It pits Western Civilization against the onslaught
of the Third World and depicts the invasion in horrific, graphic terms, proclaiming the certainty
of a race war, the hypersexuality of the invaders and the helplessness of France and the West 
to defend their territory and values. The book was denounced in France, but thanks to its 
U.S. publishers, John Tanton’s Social Contract Press and American Immigration Control
Foundation, it has developed a cult following among anti-immigrant activists here. Distribution
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funding by the conservative philanthropist Cordelia Scaife May has also helped to create an
audience for anti-immigrant sentiment fueled almost exclusively by racism and nativism.
Sometimes compared to The Turner Diaries, (the book by the leader of the neo-nazi National
Alliance, William Pierce, which was found in Timothy McVeigh’s car), The Camp of the Saints
is popular only with that sector of the anti-immigrant Right that feels justified in its racist fears.

From the Afterword in which Raspail remembers the vision he had that inspired the book:

They were there! A million poor wretches, armed only with their weakness and
their numbers, overwhelmed by misery, encumbered with starving brown and
black children, ready to disembark on our soil, the vanguard of multitudes 
pressing hard against every part of the tired and overfed West. 



99

P
R

IM
A

R
Y

 S
O

U
R

C
E

 M
A

T
E

R
IA

L
S

A C T I V I S T  R E S O U R C E  K I T

D E F E N D I N G  I M M I G R A N T  R I G H T S



P
R

IM
A

R
Y

 S
O

U
R

C
E

 M
A

T
E

R
IA

L
S

100

A C T I V I S T  R E S O U R C E  K I T

P O L I T I C A L  R E S E A R C H  A S S O C I A T E S



101

P
R

IM
A

R
Y

 S
O

U
R

C
E

 M
A

T
E

R
IA

L
S

A C T I V I S T  R E S O U R C E  K I T

D E F E N D I N G  I M M I G R A N T  R I G H T S



P
R

IM
A

R
Y

 S
O

U
R

C
E

 M
A

T
E

R
IA

L
S

102

A C T I V I S T  R E S O U R C E  K I T

P O L I T I C A L  R E S E A R C H  A S S O C I A T E S



103

P
R

IM
A

R
Y

 S
O

U
R

C
E

 M
A

T
E

R
IA

L
S

A C T I V I S T  R E S O U R C E  K I T

D E F E N D I N G  I M M I G R A N T  R I G H T S



P
R

IM
A

R
Y

 S
O

U
R

C
E

 M
A

T
E

R
IA

L
S

104

A C T I V I S T  R E S O U R C E  K I T



105

P
R

IM
A

R
Y

 S
O

U
R

C
E

 M
A

T
E

R
IA

L
S

A C T I V I S T  R E S O U R C E  K I T



P
R

IM
A

R
Y

 S
O

U
R

C
E

 M
A

T
E

R
IA

L
S

106

A C T I V I S T  R E S O U R C E  K I T

P O L I T I C A L  R E S E A R C H  A S S O C I A T E S



107

P
R

IM
A

R
Y

 S
O

U
R

C
E

 M
A

T
E

R
IA

L
S

A C T I V I S T  R E S O U R C E  K I T

D E F E N D I N G  I M M I G R A N T  R I G H T S



P
R

IM
A

R
Y

 S
O

U
R

C
E

 M
A

T
E

R
IA

L
S

108

A C T I V I S T  R E S O U R C E  K I T

P O L I T I C A L  R E S E A R C H  A S S O C I A T E S



109

P
R

IM
A

R
Y

 S
O

U
R

C
E

 M
A

T
E

R
IA

L
S

A C T I V I S T  R E S O U R C E  K I T

D E F E N D I N G  I M M I G R A N T  R I G H T S



P
R

IM
A

R
Y

 S
O

U
R

C
E

 M
A

T
E

R
IA

L
S

110

A C T I V I S T  R E S O U R C E  K I T

P O L I T I C A L  R E S E A R C H  A S S O C I A T E S



111

P
R

IM
A

R
Y

 S
O

U
R

C
E

 M
A

T
E

R
IA

L
S

A C T I V I S T  R E S O U R C E  K I T

D E F E N D I N G  I M M I G R A N T  R I G H T S



P
R

IM
A

R
Y

 S
O

U
R

C
E

 M
A

T
E

R
IA

L
S

112

A C T I V I S T  R E S O U R C E  K I T

P O L I T I C A L  R E S E A R C H  A S S O C I A T E S



113

P
R

IM
A

R
Y

 S
O

U
R

C
E

 M
A

T
E

R
IA

L
S

A C T I V I S T  R E S O U R C E  K I T

D E F E N D I N G  I M M I G R A N T  R I G H T S




